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Mr, Harold Welsh erg 
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7627 Old Reservoir Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Harold* 

During the twenty years since the assassination of President Kennedy, 
there have been a myriad of public opinion polls on the subject. 

Generally these have been limited to a show of hands on the question 
of conspiracy /no conspiracy, And, as intriguing as these polls may 
be, they are not terribly instructive , because of their required over- 
simplification and the lack of factual knowledge on the part of the 
public. 

It now seems appropriate to make an in-depth probe and analysis of the 
views of those who had made and/or are making a serious attempt to sort 
out the admittedly complex set of facts involved in the case. After all, 
a sizeable number of able people have been working on this matter for two 
decades. The enclosed questionnaire is an attempt to canvass where the 
knowledgeable people stand today on a number of the more inport ant questions 
. * . and why. 

To whom is this questionnaire being sent? We hesitate to use the word 
■'experts," We prefer "knowledgeable persons," This includes, but is 
not limited to: 



Members and staff of the Warren Commission, 

Members and staff of the House Select Committee, 

Authors, publicists, and recognised researchers. 

The questionnaire is being sent out to as many knowledgeable persons as can 
be currently located, without regard to age, sex, race, religion, or 
previous expression of views. In other words, we are not loading the 
project toward any particular point of view. All in all, we have a list 
of some 150 people who will be asked to participate. 

There are 27 multiple-choice questions. At a very minimum , we hope that 
you will circle an answer to each of them and return the questionnaire to 
us in the stamped, self-addressed envelope. However, we are most anxious 
to have your comments and/or reasons for each reply . Thus we have left 
spaces between questions; if appropriate, you should continue replies on 
additional sheets. In order that you might type your comments, we have 
not stapled together the pages of the questionnaire. 



was killed 

by Oswald acting alone* 

as the result of a conspiracy involving Oswald, 
as the result of a conspiracy that did not involve Oswald* 
don 1 1 know. 

Exp lan at ion /comments : 

While "b" can be appropriate* I do not indicate it because it can mislead* X sea no 
reason to alter what I wrote in my first book, that the Commiasion had irrefutable 
proof of conspiracy and of Oswald's involvement, but whether his involvement was 
conscious is the question* Obviously, he was involved if he was framed* If I mark 
"b" it can reflect belief of his conscious involvement and X do not believe that* 




How many shots appear to have been fired; 
a. three shots* 
b * four shots * 

c. more than four shots. 



<SD 



don’t know. 



Explanation/comtnents ; 

X wish you’d asked "more than three shots" beeausdfchen I f d have agreed with it* 
Or at least 4 shots, which X believe would be accurate/ 







3* A single shot 



a* hit both President Kennedy and Governor Connolly, 
£> did not hit President Kennedy and Governor Connolly, 
c * don * t know - 
EKPlanation/comments : 



4, How many gunmen were involved: 
a, one gunman, 
b * two gunmen * 

c- more than two gunmen. 



If you had asked ”more than one” I'd have agreed but I cannot l imi t to two and 
cannot state more than two* 




don f t know, v 
Exp la nation /comments 



5, In Dealey Plaza, Oswald 

a. fired a rifle at President Kennedy. 

b, fired a rifle but not at President Kennedy 
c- did not fire a rifle, 

© don't know. 



Easplanation/cotnments : 



Again* formulation* While I believe that there is no real proof that Oswald 
fired a rifle, in the absence of any real investigation I cannot state this 
unequivocally * I'm inclined to believe he did not* 




6, When Oswald went to the USSR in 1959, he was 

a. a genuine "defector, " 

b. a U.S* "agent . H 

c. neither. 



Ditto. If you had aajed a less unequivocal question, I'd have said that the most 
reasonable explanation is that he appeared to intend to serve soma U.S* agency. 




den ' t know, 
'lanation/comments : 



7. When Oswald returned from the USSR, 

a, v he was a Russian "agent," 1 

b. a U,S. "agent," 

- c„ a "double agent," 

d, none of the above, 
o don't know. 

Explanation/comments: . ' , 

X am certain he was not a Russian agent and not a double agent but not certain 
about whether he was ever a U.S. "agent" or it he had been in USSR, was when he 
returned, which also is not the same as "after" be returned. 



3, As to ideology, Oswald was 

a, a Marxist , 

b, pretending to be a Marxist, 

© don't know* 

Exp lan at ion/ commen ts ; 

I Relieve that Oswald was not a Marxist, was an Orwellian, but may have believed 
that, as he understood Marx, was a Marxist. But I do hot believe he was a Marxist 
I am without doubt that he was anti-Communist , as the government uses "Communist. 



9* As to the Cuban situation, 
a- Oswald was pro-Castro* 

b, Oswald was anti-Castro* 



Oswald was anti -Castro pretending to be pro- Castro* 
don't know* 

Explanation/couunents s 

While fiswald may have believe he was pro-Castro I do not regard bis actions, as we 
know them or as they are reported officially are in any aense pro-Castro. I do not 
believe that he intxided to be anfi-Castro* 




10* As to Oswald's identity during the period 1959-1963, 

a* only one person used the identity of lee Harvey Oswald, 

b , more than one person used the identity , i ,e * , there was a "second 

Oswald*" 

< 3 > don 't know. 

Explanation/ comments : * 

% trouble here also is with formulation of the question, use of "identity 11 and 
"second Osaald" rather than "false Orwald" or "counterfeit," etc. In terms of 

using actual identifications, I could answef "a" but that dods not appear to be what 
you are asking. At the same .time I am confident that others pretended to hd lee 
Harvey Oswald, but I know of no instance in which any used Oswald identification. 




II. As to the Cuban and Soviet Consulates in Mexico City, 

Oswald visited both. 

Oswald visited neither, 
don't know. 

Explanation/comments : 

While I am inclined to believe that the real Oswald went to both, absence of a 
real investigation precludes my making an umgsx unequivocal statement* 




12 , 



The Mafia 


a. 


was i 


b. 


was ; 


c. 


was : 




was : 


e. 


don 1. 



Exp lan at ion/ commen ts : 






1&: Pro-Castro Cubans 

a. were involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover- 

b. were involved in the cover-up but not the crime * 

c. were involved in both. 

/cDj were involved in neither. . 

don't know, 

7 Explanatian/comiaents : 

noTOg u jnl' d 

***& j *& . J L -With i tiHttHp H T 






14. itati-Castro Cubans 

were involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover-up, 
were involved in the cover-up but not the crime . 
were involved in both, 
were involved in neither, 
don't know. 

Explanation/comments : 

I got these t©o twisted. If you did not mean the official coverup and had separate^ 
that I*d have agreed. If you'd separate coverup and crime I'd not have been able to 
state the unequivocal belief that they were involved in the crime* 




IS 



The CIA as an organisation 

a. was involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover-up* 

b. was involved in the cover-up but not the crime . 

c. was involved in both* 

d. was involved in neither* 

don't know. A 

E^lanatian/coraments * 



You do not allow enough choices so I have to use "e." I believe the CIA was very 
definitely involved in the 'cover up but I cannot say whether they 'were or were not 
involved in the crime , although £ believe they were not* at least not offi cially * 



16* "Dissident elements" or "alumni" of the CIA 

were involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover-up* 
were involved in the cover-up but not the crime, 
were involved in both, 
were involved in neither * 
don't know. 

Eh^lanation/ccmments : 

See explanation above. 




The FBI as an organization 

a* was involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover-up* 



c, was involved in both, 

d* was involved in neither- 

e„ don't know, 
E^lanation/canunents : 



"Dissident elements" or "alumni" of the FBI 

a, were involved in the JFK assassination but not the cover— up, 

h* were Involved in the cover-up but not the crime , 

c, were involved in both, 

d. were involved in neither. 




was involved in the cover-up but not the crime 




E^ianaticro /comments x 



19 



. The "Right Wing" 

a* was involved In the JFK assassination hut not the cqver-up. 

b. was involved in the cover-up but not the crime, 

c, was involved in both, 

dL was involved in neither - 




don't know. 



Rssp lan at ion/commen ts : 



Again, too few choices* I believe they were involved in thn coverup hut cannot 
say whether or not the crime itself* 



20 . 



The 


"Communists" 


a- 


were involved 


b. 


were involved 


c. 


were involved 


© 


were involved 


e. 


don't know. 



in the JFK assassination but not the oover-up. 
in the cover-up but not the crime, 
in both, 
in neither. 



Exp lanation /comments s 



21. Since 1963 

there has been a concerted effort to cover up the facts, 
b. there has not been a concerted effort to cover up the facts* 
Cm don't knew* 

Exp ianation /comments ; 




22* With respect to the investigations of the crime, 
a* 



b. 



one or more witnesses have been murdered because of knowledge 
it was assumed they had. 

one or more witnesses have not been murdered because of this 
knowledge. 



don't know. 
Explanaticn/conauen ts : 



23, Oswald was killed 



a, by Jack Ruby acting alone. 

b, as the result of a conspiracy, 
cl) doi' t know. 

Exp 1 ana ti on/c ommen t s : 



d> 



24* As to the murder of Oswald, 

a. Ruby was motivated by patriotism and/or grief. 

b. Ruby was ordered and/or paid to perform the deed, 
c* neither. 

d.J don't know. 

lan at ion/ oommen ts ; 



25 , 



Oswald and Ruby 

a, were in no way connected with each other, 

b, were in some way connected with each other. 




don't know. 



Explan a ti on / comment s s 




26, Previous to JFK l s murdar, 

a, Oswald alone took, a shot at General Walker, 

b, Oswald and saneone else took a shot at General Walker 
Oswald did not take a shot at General Walker. 

d, don't know, 

EaplanatxOT/comments : 



spectre results: different bullet than those allegedly used by LEG) 



27 



• As 



a. 

b. 

c. 



to Officer Tippit^s death., 

Oswald alone murdered him. 

Oswald and sememe else murdered him. 
Oswald was not involved* 

\ don B t know, 
ilana tion/coraments : 



If you* d asked did not kill Tippit, I'd be inclined to agree but at least in being 
made to appear responsible, if not framed, he was "involved," 



The results of the poll may he published. In any event, those who 
participate will be informed of the results , , . in as much detail 
as possible. 

Hoping very much that you will take the time and trouble to help us, 
and especially hoping that you will be generous with your comments, 

I remain 



Cordially yours 




Bernard Fensterwald, Jr 
Executive Director 



BF/is 

Enclosure 



